THE   AGE   OF   REASON

settlement. Politically they ceased to count in India. Equally
decisive was the war as regards North America. Thanks to
the victories of Hawke and Boscawen at sea, and the victories
of Wolfe and Amherst on land, Canada was lost to France
and added to the North American possessions of the British
Crown. Florida was ceded to Great Britain by Spain. The
victory of England was, in truth, dangerously complete. The
expulsion of her chief rival from the American Continent left
her own colonies free to indulge, if temptation offered, in the
luxury of rebellion. The fiscal policy of the Home Govern-
ment supplied the irritant, and the thirteen colonies were lost
to the British Empire. The acknowledgment of their inde-
pendence was, however, followed by the migration of a great
body of Empire Loyalists, for whom the United States were
no longer a home, into New Brunswick and Ontario. Thus a
British Canada was added by settlement to the French Canada
which had passed to Great Britain, twenty years earlier, by
conquest

Nearer home, on the European Continent, there had been
war almost continuously between 1733 an^ J7^3- The so-
called war of the Polish Succession (1733-8) was followed by
that of the Austrian Succession (1740-48); that again by the
Seven Years' War (1756-63), while in the war between Great
Britain and her Colonies (1773-83)5 France, Spain and Holland
were actively involved, and the Northern Powers showed
persistent hostility to the maritime policy of Great Britain.

Within a decade after the conclusion of the American War
there broke out (1792) the war initiated by revolutionary
France, and that war was not finally brought to an end until
Napoleon was beaten by Wellington at Waterloo (1815).

War was, then, in the eighteenth century, as it had been